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intend to take Serbian territory and that Germany was
striving to persuade her to come to a frank discussion with
Russia and satisfy her as to the purpose and extent of her
procedure in Serbia. But Sazonov replied, that, since he
had had no answer to his proposal for "direct conversations"
and Austria had declared war on Serbia, Austria's good faith
was questionable. Russia therefore had decided to mobilize
the military districts on the Austrian frontier and the order
would be given that very day; this did not mean war; "the
Russian army would doubtless remain under arms for weeks
to come without crossing the frontier." Pourtales pointed
out the peril that the General Staffs of Russia's neighbors
would press for counter-measures.31
In notifying Pourtales that Russia was about to order
partial mobilization against Austria only, Sazonov was not
necessarily acting insincerely, because he did not yet know
whether lanushkevich had persuaded the Tsar to sign the
ukase for general as well as partial mobilization. But, after
lunch, in his interview with the British Ambassador, he can
hardly be said to have been completely frank, because he
gave Buchanan to understand that "the order for partial
mobilization was signed today," and that "it had been de-
cided not to order the general mobilization which the mili-
tary authorities had strongly recommended."32 Had Saz-
onov by this time heard from lanushkevich the result of
his visit to Peterhof ? If not, how could he say "the order
for partial mobilization was signed today?" If he had heard
from lanushkevich, as is probably the case, he knew that
the order for general mobilization also had been signed, and
it was not true that "it had been decided not to order the
general mobilization." In either case he gave Buchanan an
impression of definiteness about the Russian military de-
31 Pourtatea to Bethmann, July 29, 1:58 P.M.; KD., 343; Schilling's
Dicery, p. 47 f.
32 Buchanan to Grey, July 29, 8:40 P.M,; B.D., 276.